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The Parable of the Dragnet 
Matthew 13:47-50
Review from Session 5
· The Parables of the Hidden Treasure & the Priceless Pearl emphasized the incredible value of the Kingdom. 
· Although both treasures were hidden from obvious view, they were worth surrendering everything to obtain. 
Basic Layout of the Parable of the Dragnet
The Net
· The net was a large dragnet, pulled between two or more boats. 
· It was weighted at the bottom with a large opening at the end. 

· It scooped up whatever came into its path. 
· The net represents the ministry of the church spreading the gospel. 

· A significant difference from Jesus' other parables in Matthew 13 is that this parable has more than one primary person involved. 

· In the others, 'A sower', 'A man', 'A pearl merchant', etc.

· In this parable 'they' (vs. 48) worked the net. 

· This 'they' is US! 
The Fish
· The net scooped up all kinds of fish.
· The word here for 'kind' is a word only used for people, and actually means 'races' or 'nationalities'. 

· The distinction would not be lost on Jesus' hearers; they would know He was speaking about people. 
The Separation
· When the net was full it was brought to land so the good and bad fish could be separated. 
· The workers sat down (vs. 48), indicating this was a very deliberate process. 
· Jesus revealed that these workers are His angels, who will be charged at the end of the age with separating the 'good' (saved) from the 'bad' (lost). 
Following are the main emphases of this parable: 

· The gospel is meant for everyone "It collected every kind of fish" (vs. 47). 

· We are to work in cooperation with Christ in bringing men the gospel ('they' vs. 48).

· There will come a definite time for fishing to end, and judgment will be meted out on those who do not know Christ "separate the evil people from the righteous" (vs. 49). 
· Jesus taught us that the Kingdom of Heaven would be characterized by a sowing of truth. The gospel is a declaration to human hearts that the cause of all their misery is that they are not operating according to the provision nor on the program which God intended for man in the beginning. That provision is God himself, living within man, invited into our lives by faith, received as Savior and Lord. That message has been sown throughout the world, as our Lord made clear in the first parable. Some would receive it--not everyone, but some--and those who would receive it would begin to grow and develop and blossom into the kind of men and women that God had in mind in the beginning.
· Then in the second parable Jesus told us there would be a scattering throughout the whole earth of the people who had responded to the truth of the gospel. The Lord said he would be responsible to place his people throughout the whole structure of humanity, geographically and socially--in every tribe and nation around the world and in every class of society. 
· In the third and fourth parables we are taught that the Kingdom will grow large and become beneficial, like the mustard seed and leaven. 
· In the fifth and sixth parables it is emphatically taught that the Kingdom is of great value, and is worth whatever the cost to us to obtain it and enjoy it. (Not that salvation costs us anything; salvation is free through Jesus Christ, following Christ as a disciple demands everything.) 
· In this seventh and last parable of Matthew 13 Jesus again emphasizes the coming separation and judgment of those who though they may profess to be in the Kingdom, do not know Him. In light of this certain and terrible judgment, and knowing the great value of the Kingdom ourselves, we should be actively involved in the work of spreading the Gospel of the Kingdom, working the nets of ministry to bring as many as possible under the influence of the gospel. 

Review Handout

" As He was walking along the Sea of Galilee, He saw two brothers, Simon, who was called Peter, and his brother Andrew. They were casting a net into the sea, since they were fishermen. Follow Me, He told them, and I will make you fish for people! Immediately they left their nets and followed Him."

Matthew 4:18-20 (HCSB)

The call to follow Jesus is a call to fish. Are you fishing? 

"Therefore, we are ambassadors for Christ; certain that God is appealing through us, we plead on Christ’s behalf, be reconciled to God.” 2 Corinthians 5:20 (HCSB)

We are God's voice in the world of humanity. Are you speaking on God's behalf?

"I have become all things to all people, so that I may by all means save some."

1 Corinthians 9:22 (HCSB)

There are lots of ways to fish. Which one best suits you? 
